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VETERANS HO]\ORTNG ARTZONA MEDAL OF HONOR
RECIPIEIYTS

P. O. Box 466
5025 N. Central Avenue

Phoenix, Arizona 8501 2-1520
602-252-1310, Fax: 602-254-5460, alberto,Stglcon.com

Our group of mostly Vietnam Yeterans havc come together uncler Veterans
Honoring Arizona i\{edal of Honor Rccinicnts to honor 27 Congrcssional Mcdal of
Honor (CMOH) recipients with Arizona ties.

Ihe CIIOH is this l\ation's highest military dccoration arvarded in all branches of
the Ll.S. military for gallantry and bravery above and be1'ond the call of dug' in

This verl special group of 27 heroes includes those CMOH rccipients rvho w.ere
born in Arizona, tvent into sen'ice from Arizona or livetl in Arizona after their
military sen'ice. Of the hvent-l' sevcn, four are liriing and tve intend to have present
at the event.

T'he event to honor the27 CN{OH recipients rvill be held on Saturdal'l\,larch 19,
2011 at the Silvestre S. Herrera School of Fine Arls and Dual Language Centerl
located at 1350 South 11th Street, Phoenix, Arizoria 85034. The event will begin,rvith
reception at 11:00 A.NI., posting of the colors at 1I:45 A.NI. follon'edn'ith lunch
scrved at Noon. Presentation program rvill commence at l:00 P.M.

Thc Fine Arts and Dual Language Center is located on the campus of the Silvestre
S. Herrera Elementary School. The namesakc of the School is one of the 27 hcroes
being honored at the event. N{r. flerrera who passed away in 2007 at age 90 was
arvarded thc CN{OH for his gallantry in France in 1945 during World War II. Mr.
Herrera was also awarded Mexico's Premier Merito Militar, that country's highest
award for valor. He became the only one ever authorized to wear the CNIOH and
Mexico's equivalent.

Honoring this special group of heroes allorvs us to go track in history to Arizona's
territorial days. Twelve of these heroes were awarded the CMOH during the
territorial, pre-statehood (1912) period in the -years after the Civil War (first ever
Cw.OH arvarded in 1861). Arizona CN{OH recipients after statehood include Frank
Luke Jr., WWI (Luke AFB in Glendale named after him). Sequenfially for
example, you have Silvestre S. Herrera O&\VII), Ra.vmond Harvey (Korea), and
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Frederick Ferguson (vietnam). Many of these fiventy-seven heroes also were
arvarded medals for valor from countries in which they served.

Our goal on March 19, 2011 is to focus on these extraordinary individuals and fheir
extraordinary deeds. It is our hope that this event rvill impart to those attending thc
idea of Americanism and the sacrifice of these heroes to the preservation of this
Nation. In particular,lve wish fo impress on )oung Americans the ideals of serving
their country in peace or wm and not to take for granted the great privileges of U.S.
ciiizenship.

It is our vision that a wall of heroes be created rvhere the 27 plaques are placed in
the Centcr's auditorium or hallwirys serving to inform students, parents and visitors
to thc Center of this gre at legacy. Further, it is our hope that the plaques rvill he
permanently housetl at thc He rrcra Fine Arts and Dunl Language School and that
thty rvill travel fo schools throughout Arizona as an exhibit to inforrn studcnts,
ptrents and other adults of the gift and treasure thaf these heroes are to Arizona
and the Nation.

The event will follorv military protocol in the presentation of the plaques to the four
Iiving individuals and to the representatives/relatives:of the other twenty three
herocs.

We respectlully invite you'to participate at this special:eyent; which includes the
luncheon. Tickets are $30 each, $50 per couple or a,four-pabk'for$100. Please
make all checks payable to Veterans Honoring Ariz.rina.NIedal of FIonor Recipients.

\Ye would be grateful for donations beyond the piice ,of,the tickets: Funds raised
beyond the expenses of this event rvill be donaied,to,the Silvestres.'Herrera
Elcmentary School for the bcncfit of the school's chilclren.:

We look forwarcl to your attendance at this tiistoric'event fo;honor,these gentlemen,
an'American freasure and gift. Arizona has a ricb historyi.dating:back,to its :

territorial days and this hisforT is not better told thanifrrini fhe perspective of tbe
diverse backgrounds of these f*'enfy-seven heroes, all in the service of'this great
Nation.

Respectfully yours,

Committee Member
(f{ot a 501(c)(3)organization)

Committee Members:
Alberto charnberlain {602-252-1310), Johnny Lozoya, Art Luerao Patsy Lugo,
Manny Lugo, Ruben Orabuena {623-215-7035),
Mary Lou Phillips{623-486-6678), Jim Phillips (623-486 -6678),
Andy Rios, Leo Rodriquez, Charley Ruiz (60?-795-2769),Tony Sano,
Henry Soza, Arnold Trujillo (602-622-3440), Louie Yitlalobos.


